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The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist

Sanday Selletin

Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many
parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain
you sign our Guest Book before you leave so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord
Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His love to serve others.

DECEMBER 1, 2013—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1462
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT — 3bUvuub trufnra ubruup

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Morning Service / Unwiowmbw s Fufpqnippe ... 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy / U. Mwwmnwpug ............................ 9:45 am

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY
THIS WEEK: Isaiah 36:22-37:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-11, Luke 13:1-9
NEXT WEEK: Isaiah 37:14-38, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-12, Luke 14:12-24
LECTOR: Dr. Salpi Toroyan

Our Church and Parish is a place where . ..

- All people are welcome

- Every person is a minister

- The world is our collective responsibility
- Disciple making is our goal, and

- Worship is our duty and delight




GENERAL INFORMATION

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
After hours in an emergency, please contact:
Pastor’s Cell: 248-225-9888
Administrator’s Cell: 248-880-8391

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound Please phone the Church Office when
you or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the
Pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be
included in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound
and would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office.

Home Blessing If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home
blessing, please contact the Church Office.

Baptism Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.
For more information, phone the Church Secretary.

Marriage Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your pro-
posed wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office.

Parish Membership If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John par-
ish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.

Bulletin Requiem requests and announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in
the Church Office by 5:00 pm on Wednesday.

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248-
569-0716, or email to mkafafian@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday
prior to the Sunday requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby. Ask
a Parish Council member.

PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREATER DETROIT

Karmen A. Santourian, Chairman Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor

Gary Hachigian, Vice Chairman Jeffrey E. Axt, AdViSOT‘

Peter S. Egigian, Treasurer George Boyagian, Advisor
Marianne Dardarian, Secretary Ardis Gregory, Advisor
Jacqueline EIChemmas, Asst Treasurer John Yavruian, Advisor

Linda Tiffany, Asst Secretary Gloria Korkoian, First Alternate

Cathy Zwinck, Second Alternate




TODAY’S GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9

There were some present at that very time who told him of the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered them, "Do you think that these Galile-
ans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered thus? | tell you. No;
but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen upon whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who
dwelt in Jerusalem? | tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish."

And he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came seek-
ing fruit on it and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, 'Lo, these three years | have come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down; why should it use up the ground?' And
he answered him, 'Let it alone, sir, this year also, till | dig about it and put on manure. And if it
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.""

usuornru8 UhRGESUPLPULE—1LNRYU.U 13:1-9

NAdwup wju wwbU Ubplu] qnmhnl.blm{‘ ywwdbght wunp
QuwihthwghUbpniU Jwuhb, npnug wphtup Mhnwwnu hphug gnhbpniu hbwn juwnukg:
Shuntu puwtr wunlug. «uUp anétop ek wju QuihihwghUbpp pninp Quih hwghubpku
wib h UEnwenp EhU, npnUp wjuwhuh pwlubp pwaokghlU» Qbqh Ypubd. ‘Ny’. hwww
et swwwoppwptp, wdkUpn w Unjuwku yhwh Ynpunithp: Ywd ek wjlt tnnwulpneep
hnqhl, npnug ypw) UEindwdh wonmwpwyp huuer L quunup dtpgnig. Up anétap
et wunUp Gpniuwnkdh Uke pUwwd pnpnp Jwpnngdk wib h wwpwwenp Ehu: Qbkqh
Ypubd. ‘Ny’. hwww bkt swwwotuwpkp, wdtUpn w Unjuwku whwh Ynpunchp:

Uju wnwll wi puwe. «Uwpn dp hp wjghhlt vke nuynitwd pqbup dp nLukp,
Eywr wuyk wuinin pwnbint 6L sqguiwe: Arunh puwe wjgbwywuhlu. ‘Ubhw tpbp tnwph
E, np YnL quwd wjn pqbtupplu ypw) wywnin Yp thunnbd nL s6U qunubp, w’] wnhlw
yupk, hhanL hwdwp qgbnhup uwhwuk Uuhjw ywnwupuwt tnintwe nt wunp puwt.
‘SE’p, wju nwph wp winhlw enn winep, UhuskL winnp pnpnpinhpp pped ne ephp nUbd:
bL bnk yuinin LnLUJ\ wnky, wwyw pk nz‘ gw| nwph Yupk wnhluw’»:

ALTAR FLOWERS
The floral arrangements adorning the altar table today were presented in loving
memory of dear parents Nazar and Agnes Melkonian, Jack and Violet Davidson, and
dear sister Alice Davidson, by Arthur and Gloria Melkonian and Mary Davidson.




BASHDON HOKEHANKSDYAN
REQUIEM SERVICE FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST

Today, during the Divine Liturgy, we offer our prayers as the community of
St. John'’s for the souls of the departed servants of Christ.

ARMENA KACHIGIAN LIGHT, 40th Day, Mother
Requested by Dr. & Mrs. Alan Betensley

KASPER TOKATLIAN, 4th Year, Beloved Husband, Father, Son, Brother,

Brother-in-law, Uncle

Requested by Elizabeth Tokatlian

Jacob, Justine & Julia Tokatlian

Harry & Agnes Tokatlian

George & Mia Tokatlian

Chris Pullen

Connor Pullen

VICTORYA KALFAYAN, 6th Year, Mother, Grandmother
GARBIS KALFAYAN, 11th Year, Father, Grandfather
Requested by The Kalfayan Family
The Iskender Family

ZABEL PANOSIAN, 11th Year, Mother, Grandmother
Requested by J. R. & Alice Patrick
Gary & Donna Panosian, Lauren & Brendan

KOKO ISHKANIAN, 16th Year, Loving Brother

ISHKAN ISHKANIAN, 8th Year, Beloved Father

LINDA ISHKANIAN, 3rd Year, Loving Mother
Requested by Ida Ishkanian

WILLIAM KOLOIAN, 23rd Year, Uncle
Requested by Alice & Peter Argnian

ANGELA ANDONIAN, Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Cousin, Friend
Requested by Valrich Andonian
Paul, Kristine, Matthew, Mark, Carolyn & Kate Andonian
Sara Andonian
Stuart & Sema Shepard
Michael & Rose Karageusian

NAZAR & AGNES MELKONIAN, Dear Parents
JACK & VIOLET DAVIDSON, Dear Parents
ALICE DAVIDSON, Dear Sister
Requested by Arthur & Gloria Melkonian
Mary Davidson



ARDASH MARDIGIAN, Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather
STEPHAN & AGAVNI MARDIGIAN, Grandparents
EDWARD & HELEN MARDIGIAN, Uncle, Aunt

Requested by Arthur & Rose Mardigian

Steven, Armen & Anoush Mardigian

James, Laura & Stephen Armen Leacock

Lisa Mardigian

Zaven, Marilyn & Zaven Charles Dadian

NOAMI PARTOGIAN, 33rd Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother
RADEOS PARTOGIAN, 26th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather
Requested by the Partogian Family

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD ... We offer our prayers for the servant of God

DIRAMAYR BULBUL BARSAMIAN (Mother of our Diocesan Primate) who entered her eternal
rest this past week. May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon her soul. In accordance
with the wishes of the family, in-lieu-of-flowers donations to the memory of Diramayr Bulbul
Barsamian may be directed to the Yerevan Children’s Center of the Fund for Armenian Relief.
Checks should be made out to the Fund for Armenian Relief (Memo: Children’s Center), and
mailed to 630 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.

SCHEDULE OF CHRISTMAS SERVICES ...

WESTERN CHRISTMAS EVE
Tuesday, December 24, 2013, 10:00 PM
Lessons and Carols
All are invited to a Christmas Tea Hosted by the ACYOA Seniors

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2014 - ARMENIAN ‘CHRISTMAS EVE’ DAY *
Vespers and Reading of Prophesies — 10:00 am / Divine Liturgy — 11:00 am
A Christmas Family Luncheon will be hosted by the Church School in the Cultural Hall
following worship services. Adults $18.00; Children no charge. Please RSVP Alberta
Godoshian 248.476.4638 by January 3rd for tables of 8 or more.

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 - THEOPHANY / EPIPHANY
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST Festal Divine Liturgy—10:30 am
Blessing of the Waters — Godfather of the Cross: Armen John Lucassian
A Christmas Luncheon will be hosted by the Women’s Guild in the Cultural Hall following wor-
ship services. We suggest a free will offering. However, please RSVP by January 3rd to the
Church Office at 248.569.3405.




WE BELIEVE— HAVADAMK—ZU.hUSUU R
The Nicene Creed sums up all our basic beliefs. We recite or chant it when we gather to
celebrate the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak, and in the sacrament services of Baptism
and Marriage. The Nicene Creed, written in the city of Nicea, became part of our Ba-
darak in the mid-Fifth Century. There are 12 verses that sum up the faith of the Church.

Verse 7: He is to come again with same body and with the glory of the Father to judge
the living and the dead of His Kingdom there is no end.

Kalots eh noveen marmnovun yev parrok Hor ee tadel uzgentanees yev uzmeryalus,
voro takavorootyanun voch ko vakhjan.

In Acts 1:11 St. Luke writes, that “this Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.” And, St. Matthew 16:27 in his
Gospel also writes the following, “For the Son of Man is to come with the angels in the
glory of his Father...”

As for Christ the Judge, in the letter of 1 Peter 4:5, it is clear that Jesus will account for
the living and the dead . . . “ But they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead”

And to conclude, St. Luke 1:33 tells us that Christ will reign over the house of Jacob for-
ever.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED
George Douroujalian Margaret Kachigian
Carl Kalayjian William Kemler
Sirvart Mezian

Prayer Request for Philip Keila
Continued prayers for strength on your journey to a full recovery,
from Lorrie, David and Andrew Keila

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH, NOON-2:00 PM IN THE NURSERY ROOM
BRING YOUR LUNCH AND YOUR BIBLE — ALL ARE WELCOME!




ASK THE PASTOR

Salt, Water and Bread
Question: During the House Blessing service offered by the priest, why are these three ele-
ments blessed?

Salt is an important, universal household staple. Salt seasons and purifies. You shall pre-
sent [rams] before the Lord, and the priests shall sprinkle salt upon them and offer them up
to the Lord as a burnt offering [Ezekiel 43:24] A new-born baby in Biblical times would be
rubbed with salt. And Jesus said to his disciples and to us, "You are the salt of the earth. But
what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again?” So salt adds zest to
life, taste and makes things clean.

Water, the symbol of chaos out of which God created the world is also essential to life. We
read from the first book of the Bible, Genesis 1, that God drew forth life from the formless
waters; we ourselves float in liquid in our mother’s womb; without water we quickly perish
from thirst; and through the sanctified waters at Baptism we become Christian, and are
washed clean, born-again, and die to sin and life toward God’s eternity.

Bread is blessed as a potent symbol of God’s greatest gift offered back to Him in the form
of a humble loaf. The staff of life is the vital spiritual food of Holy Communion, where it
represents the ultimate convergence of the sacred and the profane. This is the bread which
came down from heaven...whoever eats this bread shall live forever [John 6:58]

PLEASE NOTE ...
TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB (SENIOR LUNCH) WILL BE CANCELLED ON
DECEMBER 24TH AND DECEMBER 31ST
DUE TO THE HOLIDAYS.
THE REGULAR SCHEDULE WILL RESUME ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 7TH.

Job Posting—St. John Armenian Church
CUSTODIAN—FULL-TIME, VARIABLE HOURS (DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS)
PLEASE SUBMIT RESUME WITH REFERENCES
to Tom Stamboulian, administrator, email: custodian@gmx.us

St. John Armenian Church is an equal opportunity employer.



mailto:custodian@gmx.us

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR THIS WEEK

Sun, Dec 1 DIVINE LITURGY

Mon, Dec 2 Men’s Basketball, 6:30 pm, Rec Center

Tues, Dec 3 Senior Lunch, 12:00 pm, Veterans Building
Girls Basketball, 7:00 pm, Gym

Wed, Dec 4 Boys Basketball, 6:30 pm, Gym

Thurs, Dec 5 Komitas Choir practice, 7:00 pm, Ararat Rm

MEN’S SOCIETY SPONSORS

MAN UP
3RD ANNUAL OVERNIGHT RETREAT
“Man Alive—But Are You Living” — Living the Gospel of Christ
January 24-25, 2014 (Friday/Saturday) - Facilitator: Fr. Tateos Abdalian

Embassy Suites, Livonia — See fliers in the church lobby.

PARISH BOOKSTORE
Visit the Parish Bookstore today for unique handcrafted gift items
from Armenia
Books and CDs make great gifts...

WELCOME

We welcome you today as you enter the Church for Badarak. Please respect the sanctity of
our worship at all times, refraining from the use of any photographic, recording or filming
equipment, cellular telephones, or any other similar devices in the sanctuary, nearby vesti-
bules, or other adjacent areas during worship. Such activity is strictly prohibited without
the prior consent of the Parish Priest. If you have any questions, or would like to obtain a
more detailed transcript of this policy, please contact us at 248.569.3405. We thank you
for your cooperation.




FOR OUR CHILDREN

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
St. John’s Church School—10:15 am until 12:15 pm, children ages 5-17 receive instruction in the Arme-
nian Apostolic Orthodox faith, Armenian church traditions, history and sacred music.
Bags of Blessings for the use of children who come to worship with their parents. If you need help keeping
little ones quiet while in church, please pick up a tote bag before entering the sanctuary, and return it when you
leave church.
Moms and Manoogs We've been busy getting our older manoogs off to school and are now ready to re-
sume our playgroup. We will meet on the third Friday of the month from 10-noon and have fun things planned
for the winter months, so please join us. To have your name added to the email list please contact: Kristen Gus-
tafson (248)765-0471 or kristeng@outlook.com

CHURCH SCHOOL SCHEDULE
TODAY—No classes
Dec 8—Living the Divine Liturgy—Church School students participate in the Divine Liturgy
Dec 15—Classes in session
Dec 22—Classes in session
Dec 29—No classes

MUSIC MINISTRY IN OUR PARISH
e A new CD of Armenian Sacred Songs recorded by the Komitas Choir is available now at
the Parish Bookstore.

Saturclay, Dcccmbcr 7th, 7:00 pm
Oakland Choral Socictg
Scott [Hanoian, Director

Messiah - Part 1 & Ha”clujah Chorus
Antonio Vivaldi - Gloria
Tickets $2.0.00——Mag be Purchasccl at St. John, 248-569-3405, or
248-391-0184 orvisit
www.Oak[andChoralf_)ocictg.org




Ot. John @umenian Church Parioh Christmas Card

A< ==

A Holiday Tradition to St. John’s Support Social Concerns Fund

Once again, parishioners may share their Christmas and New Year greetings with their fellow St.
John’s members in our Parish Christmas Card, and in so doing support the Social Concerns Fund
of our church. Your gift is a testimony of your love in Christian stewardship for the works of
Christ in our spiritual home. Please complete the form below and forward to the church office by
December 10th with a minimum donation of $50.00 payable to:

St. John Armenian Church, 22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075
If you wish to charge your gift, please phone the Church Office 248-569-3405.

Thank you for your generosity.

Enclosed is my gift for the Social Concerns Fund.

Please include the following name(s) in the 2013 Parish Christmas Card as written below.

If you would like us to confirm receipt of your gift, please provide us with an email address or
daytime phone number.

Christmas Poinsetlias

If you wish to donate ltowards flowers for the
altar this Clhristimas Season, please contact
the church office 248.569.3405.
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WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS

BAKE SALE TODAY—Delicious handmade baked goods are available for purchase after
church services today in the Cultural Hall. It is a great time to prepare for the Holiday
Season. You and your guests are sure to be delighted.

THE WOMEN'’S GUILD INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND CHRISTMAS DINNER will be
held at St. John’s on Thursday, December 12th at 6:00 pm. Following the installation of
our new board, there will be appetizers, dinner and entertainment by the choral group
“Noteworthy.” Come share the holiday spirit during this joyous season. The dinner will
be $15.00 per person. For reservations, please contact Joyce Obenhoff at 586-754-3984
or shortafoot@wowway.com.

HELP GLEANERS FOOD BANK FEED THE NEEDY—Please bring canned tuna and meats,
peanut butter, canned or dry beans, rice, boxed cereal and oatmeal.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND A
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON, MONDAY, JANUARY 6TH,
HOSTED BY THE WOMEN'S GUILD FOR ALL PA-
RISHIONERS IN THE CULTURAL HALL FOLLOWING
THE DIVINE LITURGY. JOIN YOUR FELLOW PA-
RISHIONERS ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASION FOR A
DELICIOUS LUNCH. FREE WILL OFFERING SUG-
GESTED. PLEASE CALL 248-569—-3405 BY JANU-
ARY 3RD FOR RESERVATIONS.

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2014

POON PAREGENTAN PARTY/DINNER-DANCE
PLAN TO EAT, DANCE AND BE MERRY AS WE CELEBRATE “A DAY OF GOOD LIVING”
BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF LENT. MUSIC WITH CHRIS VOSBIKIAN AND SELECT
MUSICIANS FROM PHILLY AND DETROIT WILL GET THE PARTY STARTED.

The Women's Guild invites you to become a member.
For information please call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926



ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the When taking Mabhs the
end of the Divine Liturgy you say: GIVER says:

Heeshestzeh D Badarakus koh.
eeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus ko Mahs yev pazheen yegheetseen

Shabugt Stp qulElw U Mwnwpuwigu pn: kez ee Soorp Badarakes.
May the Lord remember all your offerings. Uwu b pwdhl bnpghl pbq h
The Priest answers: Unipp Nunwpwaqlu:
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev May this be to you a share and
zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na portion of the Holy Sacrifice.
gadarsestseh.

Swgk pkq Skp puw upwh pnid b PTI:." RECEIVE; s;ys;
qwutUw U junphnLpnu pn h pwphu Lw ahjeen eem Asdvadz
Juuwpbugk: haveedyan.

May the Lord grant you according to your own Pudf pd Unnniws junpunbusu:

heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness. My portion is God forever.
(Psalm 20:4)

THE KISS OF PEACE
The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.
The RECEIVER says: Blessed is the revelation of Christ.
Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.

Ophukghg pqSkp jwdbUw U dwd, jwdbUw U dwd, ophuntpehLt Unpw h pEpw hd:

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth.




