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This is a brief overview of our festival weekend.  In the 
coming weeks, St. John’s  website will have a more 
detailed account of this wonderful event with color photos 
and video.  We would like to thank the over two hundred 
volunteers who took the time and their own !nances to 
make this weekend a success.  

Opening Dinner 
We kicked off the weekend with a !rst-time Auction Dinner 
that realized over $12,000 in contributions.  We thank all 
the chefs and business owners who contributed to the 
dinner, Anita Arslanian and Rita Jury and their team that 
ran the auction, and all who donated to this event. 

The Food 
The true reason for all the 
hoopla is the food with more 
than 28,000 pieces of mezza, 
sweets and goodies. The 
women of St. John’s created 
another very successful 
weekend. We thank Dolly 
Matoian and her team who 
worked so hard to prepare 
these special dishes. 

Community Service
You succeeded in giving thirty-nine pints of blood, the 
largest amount donated by St. John’s in three decades. 
We would like to thank Gary Gumushian for donating 
$500 to St. John’s to pay for the dinners given to all 
those who donated blood, and especially Ruth Pinto 
for organizing this blood drive. Your generosity brought 
in over 700 cans of food for Forgotten Harvest. At this 
point no pets were adopted from Almost Home pet 
adoption agency, but three families are still in contact 
with the agency looking at different pets. Again this year 
we invited the kids from City Mission, and through your 
generosity made thirty children very happy. Our thanks 
go out to Danny and Judy Cristiano, David and Marianne 
Dardarian, George and Denise Boyagian, Manuel Cook 
and Bill Derouchie for donating the funds to make this 
happen. 

Community Services 
Come to St. John’s

South!eld Fire 
Department did an 
excellent tour of a !re 
truck for our kids on 
Saturday and the hit 
of the day was the FBI 

booth where several people had a chance to talk with 
agents. On Sunday, the Michigan State Police brought in 
a patrol car and a bomb protection truck complete with 
robot, protection gear and vehicle. And members of a local 
community ambulance service allowed kids to explore the 
inner workings of their vehicle. Our thanks go to Ruth Pinto 
and Dr. Heidi Aprahamian for organizing these events.

Kids’ Programs
This was the WOW 
factor of the weekend 
starting with a teen 
dance on Friday with 
seventy teens enjoying 
the music and a 
good time. A parents 
and children’s “Hye 
Tea” sponsored by 
the Evereg Fenesse 
Educational Society 
was held Saturday 
morning complete with Armenian sing-along, Armenian 
storytelling and a magician. The “Hye Tea” was followed 
by the Harpbeat band which opened the carnival games, 
arts and crafts, Wii and Guitar Hero games, face painting, 
cake walks, a Children’s Yoga Class and Mother-Daughter 
Makeup Class. Our thanks go to Dr. Heidi Aprahamian, 
Chris and Pam Sarkisian, Mary Negosian and the Evereg 
Fenesse team, Renee Baharian, Lisa Johnson, Sarkis 
Toroyan, Anoush Ivezaj, Lilly Marinelli and all those who 
helped in these programs. Our thanks to artist Michael 
Stamboulian and Glenn Akarakcian, who built the 
wonderful backdrop of Noah’s Ark for family pictures taken 
throughout the weekend. 

Shopping Venues
An incredible display 
of works by Nigosian 
Oriental Rugs 
and the vendors 
working with them 
created Nigosian 
Boutique. Together 
with St. John’s Fine 
Arts Committee, 
Giftarama and 
Grandma’s Attic, 

a contribution of over $8,000 was realized. Our thanks 
go out to Karen Nigosian, Dr. Garabed Belian and his 
committee, Cathy Atesian and Dawn Derouchie.
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The Cultural Side 
Everything from church 
tours and vesper services 
to book signings with 
four Armenian authors, 
video presentations, 
mini Armenian language 
class and dance 
class and a wonderful 
performance by the 

children and teens of the Arts of  Armenia Program. Our 
thanks go to Father Garabed, Deacon Rubik Mailian and 
Armine Harutyunyan.

Pre-Festival Raf!e Dinners 
A big thank you goes to Raf"e Chairman Danny Cristiano 
and his wife Judy, Mary Negosian and her team for 
organizing the various raf"e dinners.  Thanks also to 
Maral Thomas, Lisa Boyadjian and Nyree Giragosian for 
organizing the big weekend raf"es.  Together the dinners 
and raf"es raised over $9,000.

Special Features 
A great deal of work 
went into these special 
features. Our appreciation 
goes to Bob Karakashian 
for inviting our Armenian 
friends to exhibit their 
classic cars, Brian Thomas 
for running the Texas 
Hold’em Tournament, 
Bruce Mugerian for 
organizing the Sports 
Memorabilia Show, and 
Ruth Pinto for lining up Lego Display and arranging for all 
of our Healtharama teams, LJ Amusements for bringing 
in carnival rides for children to enjoy, and Bill Derouchie 
for taking on the challenges of recruiting and managing 
the runners and dining room staff.  Our thanks go to the 
Nigosian Band, the Johnites Band, and DJ Mike Kalfayan 
for providing listening and dancing music.

Donors Sponsoring Festival

A very special thank you goes to all the following who 
donated to this year’s Festival. You have made this into a 
great success both !nancially and inspirationally.

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kojaian  $3,500  
Ms. Marie Vanerian   $3,500
Mrs. Rose Assarian   $2,000  
Glenn Maas Agency   $1,000
Dr. &  Mrs. Norman D. Hogikyan $1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Mihran Hoplamazian  $1,000
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Karabajakian  $1,000
Mr. Simon Tashjian   $1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vartanian  $1,000
Mr. John Yavruian   $1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Korkoian      $500
Mr. George Manoogian        $500 
 

Donors Sponsoring Activities

$750.00   Harpbeat Band & Crafts ~ 
  Drs. David & Heidi Aprahamian
$650.00   Petting Zoo ~ Paul Andonian 
$500.00   Children’s Area ~ Liz Aprahamian 
$500.00   Blood Drive ~ Gary Gumushian
$400.00   Printing Raf"e Tickets ~ 
  Javizian Funeral Home
$400.00   Noah’s Ark T-Shirts ~     
  Joyce Yarbedian-Slowik
$300.00   D.J. Services ~ Lee Khachaturian
$200.00   Arts & Crafts ~ Edward H. Korkoian

A special thank you to the Armenian organizations that 
assisted throughout the weekend: Evereg Fenesse 
Educational Society, Knights and Daughters of Vartan, 
and Tekeyan Cultural Association.

YOU CAN STILL HELP  
. . . We still have baked 
goods and other foods to 
sell during the week and 
after church on Sundays.  
Your purchases will 
help us realize our 
goal of $100,000 and 
your support will be 
a wonderful way of 
thanking all who worked 
so hard for this year’s 
Festival.

~ Report submitted by the 2009 Festival Committee.  
   Photos submitted by Daniel Cristiano.


