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MESSAGE

Pastor’s Message

“Until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about 
by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking 
the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is work-
ing properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.”

(Ephesians 4:13-17)

Dear brothers and sisters, St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephisians, teaches how the Christian communi-
ties can work together through cooperation. There are two categories of people who are productive in their 
work. The first are those who are more efficient in what they do as long as they do it themselves.  They are 
the loners who cannot delegate responsibility. They prefer to do work themselves because others may fail 
and spoil the intended result. 

The other category includes those who prefer not to operate alone but co-operate with others in trust.  
Apostle Paul lifts this category as a sign of maturity.  One who must have learned it from Christ who entrust-
ed his ministry to twelve incompetent people, and even predicted that they would do greater things than he 
had done.

Jesus learned from the Heavenly Father, who created the world and entrusted it to us.  A great example 
we can learn from is the parable of the vineyard, in the Gospel of Matthew (20:1-16). God as a landowner 
entrusts the work to his servants in his absence.  God cooperates with us so that we grow and cooperate with 
others in the work which is entrusted to us.

Of any kind the result of our cooperation may be, a by-product is communion and building of communi-
ty.  In this case, by-product is more valuable than the product itself. 

Cooperation and Unity 
in the Body of Christ

Fr. Armash Baghdassarian
Assistant Pastor
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Parish Assemblies: A Time to be Heard

Dear Parishioners,

The Parish Assembly is the highest decision-making body in our Church.  This is where your input and direc-
tion guide our actions through the coming year and where major parish decisions are made.  Our Parish Assem-
blies have been, and continue to be, our most significant meetings.  These meetings provide our “Steward Donors 
of Record” the opportunity to have their voices heard, as one body, regarding Church matters. These meetings also 
provide the Parish Council the opportunity to report out on matters of significance to the Church. 

We recently had two significant Parish Assemblies over the past month; the Annual Parish Assembly on Febru-
ary 27, 2022 and the Special Parish Assembly on March 13, 2022. Our Annual Parish Assemblies provide a forum 
for the Parish Council (“PC”) to report on its performance over the past year and for our Church Stewards to offer 
feedback and to elect new PC and Nominating Committee members.  This year’s Parish Assembly had over 90 
Church Stewards in attendance and elected the following slate of candidates:

  

Please read the 2021 Annual Report to see all the good works that were achieved by our Church Affiliate Orga-
nizations and volunteers. Strong results were reported for 2021. Our 2021 financial results were also exceptional 
and strong enough to offset a projected shortfall for the 2022 Budget, approved by the Parish Assembly.  A great 
result considering that the Global Pandemic still inhibits many of our efforts.  Although a budget shortfall was 
forecast for 2022, we are optimistic that, through hard work and the support of our entire congregation, we will 
find a path to overcome this shortfall.

Parishioners also expressed a strong interest in growing our congregation and Church School attendance.  Al-
though these problems are not unique to our Church, others in the Diocese and non-Armenian churches have 
experienced the same problem for years, the PC was able to report good news for 2021 on both objectives.  Firstly, 
our Church School had an increase in attendance in 2021 versus 2020. This was an important result because it not 
only reversed declining attendance but did so without the benefit of virtual attendance (the format was changed 
from a hybrid model of 50% in-person/50% virtual (in 2020) - to 100% in-person classes).  We also have a Church 
School Board made up of parishioners, parents and teachers who are working on Church School challenges, but 
we need the help of everyone in the parish to maximize desired improvements in Church School attendance during 
this difficult environment.

Nominating Committee
Greg Baise
Serena Egigian
Nyree Giragosian
Christopher Korkoian
Laura Negosian Lucasian

1st Alt: Kathy Terzian Steck
2nd Alt: C. Gary Javizian

Parish Council 
Correne Akarakcian
Lisa Boyadjian
Marilyn Dadian
Craig Tarpinian
Kazar Terterian
Michael Toomajian
1st Alt: Matthew Mardigian
2nd Alt: Dn. George Boyagian

Parish Council Message
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Regarding the efforts to increase parishioner attendance, we have actually seen an increase in Church mem-
bers in each of the past two years.  We have seen these very positive results despite being in the depths of a Global 
Pandemic that inhibited plans for fellowship events to further build Stewardship in the Church.  However hard the 
Stewardship Committee and the PC work to bring new parishioners into our Church, nothing is more impactful 
than the “word of mouth advertising” of our parishioners.  As noted during the Assembly, I would like to challenge 
each and everyone of our parishioners to bring one (or two!!) additional people into our Church. Reach out to a 
friend, or someone you haven’t recently seen in Church, and show them all the good that is being accomplished by 
St. John Armenian Church and how their support will enable us to do even more great things for God’s Glory and 
the Good of His Church.  Instead of meeting friends at a restaurant, plan on getting together around one of our 
fellowship events, charitable outreach missions or our Affiliate Organization’s breakfasts, bake sales, cards nights, 
wine tasting or other great events.  

Lastly, our Special Parish Assembly, held on March 13, had over 110 attendees and was held virtually via Zoom.  
Special Parish Assemblies provide the opportunity to have dedicated discussions focusing on key matters of im-
portance to our congregation.  We have had several Special Parish Assemblies over the past couple of years, in-
volving votes to approve a large humanitarian donation to Artsakh, the Church Facility Renovation and Sanctuary 
Refurbishment and the approval of our Support Organization (The SJAC Investment Fund).

The new SJAC Investment Fund was approved with over 80% of the attendees voting in favor.  This Support 
Organization is a charitable corporation that will operate solely for the benefit of St. John Armenian Church (It is 
not allowed to distribute funds to any group or organization other than St. John’s). The Articles of Incorporation 
and the Bylaws for the Support Organization were provided to “Stewardship Donors of Record” in advance of the 
January Town Hall and the March Special Parish Assembly.  Please refer to the meeting materials or speak to any 
of our PC members if you would like more information.

Being a Steward of St. John Armenian Church not only supports the good works done by our Church, but it also 
gives parishioners the right to vote on very important Parish Assembly initiatives - like those mentioned above.  It 
is our sincere hope that everyone will join us as Stewards of St. John Armenian Church.  If you have any questions 
regarding Stewardship, please ask anyone on our Stewardship Committee or Parish Council regarding the details.  
You can also visit the Stewardship link on our Church website, or the link in our weekly emails, or just call our 
Church offices.

We look forward to your continued support to help grow our parish and continue building on the many good 
works that are being done by our congregation.

Michael Toomajian
Parish Council Chairman
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Holy Week 
at St. John’s

VIEW MORE PHOTOS: bit.ly/3F06Gr5

http://bit.ly/3F06Gr5
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Lisa Mardigian
Youth Coordinator

On February 24 and on March 10, St. John’s continued 
its college outreach ministry for students living away from 
home at the state’s universities. Pastor Fr. Aren Jebejian, 
Assistant Pastor Fr. Armash Bagdasarian, and Youth Co-
ordinator Lisa Mardigian visited Armenian students from 
Michigan State University in East Lansing and the Universi-
ty of Michigan in Ann Arbor. The students enjoyed pizza and 
Christian fellowship during these visits and look forward to 
future outreach events.  

College Outreach

Lisa Mardigian
Youth Coordinator

The St. John’s community was happy to have our bas-
ketball program back!! League games ran from December 
through March on Saturdays and Sundays. On the weekend 
of March 18-20, our church co-hosted the Orthodox Youth 
Athletic Association Basketball Tournament. Congratula-
tions to our men’s team for winning consolation champs! 
We appreciate the time and talent given by coaches Richie 
Apkarian, John Hagopian, Armen Arslanian, Royce Acho, 
Aram Cholakian, Peter Crane, and Kevork Mardoyan. 
Thank you to all our players, coaches, and volunteers who 
help make this program so enjoyable for the youth of our 
community! St. John’s Youth Basketball Program ended a 
successful season with a tournament to remember!

Youth Basketball Program
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Keeping Up with Women’s Guild
Carol Cholmakjian
Women’s Guild Chair

As the year began most of us were boosted and look-
ing forward to meeting in person for our annual Armenian 
Christmas luncheon. Within days of the event the COVID 
variant made gathering unwise. Our event chair Jackie 
ElChemmas and her committee turned on a dime preparing 
a delicious pick-up meal for us to enjoy.

Guild Gatherings, our video series created by and for our 
members, now has over 8,000 viewings of 34 videos. Two 
of them, Candy Cane Simit with Marianne Dardarian, and 
Dolly Matoian’s, Choreg with Tips on Making Dough, have 
been featured in the Mirror-Spectator newspaper, resulting 
in national sales of our popular cookbook, Armenian Cui-
sine: Preserving our Heritage. Click here to view the series: 
https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site/guild-gatherings-1

In February it seemed safer to meet, then 6” of snow kept 
us on Zoom. We were disappointed but grateful for staying 
in fellowship no matter the format. After an inquiry by a 
member, we learned that one of our charities, Mer Doon was 
in much greater need this year because of the pandemic. We 
voted to increase our donation and many members sent in 
checks on their own. We’re lucky to have such a thoughtful 
and generous membership. 

On March 2, we celebrated Saintly Women’s Day begin-
ning with a church service honoring St. Santookht and her 
brave and faithful commitment to Christianity, even in the 

face of death. Following the service, the event committee 
(once again headed by Jackie ElChemmas!) served a savory 
luncheon prepared for over 39 members, special guests, and 
friends.  

Our speaker for the event was Gail Marlow director and 
co-founder of the Motor City Mitten Mission. She shared 
her passion for helping the homeless, needy, and sick in the 
Detroit metropolitan area through multiple initiatives such 
as Mats and Pillows, Street Outreach, Transitional Support, 
and Homeless To Housing.

Women’s Guild has been involved with the Mission by 
sending balls of plarn (plastic yarn made from grocery bags 
– see the video on Guild Gathering) where they are cro-
cheted into mats and pillows for the homeless. We’ve also 
donated blankets through our Social Outreach Committee.

Following her presentation and Q&A Gail said, 

“I was both humbled and honored to be the guest speak-
er... (Women’s Guild) had a beautiful service and lun-
cheon afterwards with some amazing food. (They) will 
be paying for a day of outreach meals for the Motor City 
Mitten Mission in my name, (and) presented me with an 
awesome cookbook.”  

Gail’s presentation was very appropriate on the day we hon-
ored St. Santookt the Armenian martyr who embodied Chris-
tian strength, love, and fortitude. Traits we hope to emulate.

https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site/guild-gatherings-1
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Violet Cholakian
Contributor

Promoting the music ministry at St. 
John’s campus through organized con-
certs of different genre performed by 
high-caliber musicians is the mission of 
the St. John Music Guild.  Throughout 
the years, our communities have en-
joyed the groups presented in concert. 

In November 2021, violinist, Sam-
vel Arakelyan, presented an afternoon 
of classical and folk music.  His doctor-
al dissertation, “Meet the Great Aram 
Khachaturian and More” was well re-
ceived by the audience.   He narrated and 
performed the first movement of Violin 
Concerto in D Minor by Khachaturian, 
showing the hidden influences of Arme-
nian folk music stylings in the concerto.  

“Nothing is impossible 

even when unexpected”! 

On February 8, 2022, the Nairi En-
semble from Yerevan, Armenia, per-
formed to an enthusiastic audience 
in the Vartan Room.  Even with a late 
request to perform in Michigan, there 
was no hesitation by the Music Guild to 
welcome the performers with the usual 
St. John hospitality.  The ensemble of 
nine musicians, along with their group 
leader and Rotary Children Fund di-
rector, kept everyone spellbound with 
dance, song, and instrumentals. Be-
fore their performance that evening, 
the group enjoyed a dinner with Guild 
members, toured the Manoogian Mu-
seum, walked through the complex, 

which was under construction, and 
lastly entered the sanctuary where the 
vocalist stood under the dome (with 
only an altar visible) and sang a beauti-
ful church hymn.

The artistry of the four dancers 
who gracefully moved to the music, 
the vocalist who beautifully performed 
folk songs, and the 4 talented instru-
mentalists who played the kamancha, 
kanon, duduk and dhol aroused fre-
quent cheers and standing ovations. 
An evening to remember!

A fall concert is being planned and 
all Armenian churches and community 
organizations will be notified. 

STAY TUNED.

St. John Music Guild Continues to Enrich Our Parish
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Steve Hagopian
Chairman
 
Submitted by Greg Baise  
and Greg Movsesian

Looking at the membership of our 
organization, we see so many differ-
ent viewpoints, goals, and passions in 
their lives. Fortunately, it has shaped 
the “Men’s Society” into a multitask-
ing organization that has, by the grace 
of God, succeeded in helping many 
people as well as many organizations 
within our community and our parish. 
Just as important we see new friend-
ships growing and people supporting 
each other in the activities members 
are passionate about. The following are 
some of the stories from the past few 
months that our members have been 
involved with.

 A name synonymous with giving 
is George Saboonjian. Making sure 
Thanksgiving and Armenian Christ-
mas Baskets have gone out to people 
less fortunate than us. All funded by 
himself and put together by the Church 
School students or a small team of 
men from the Men’s Society. And in 
his spare time working on projects to 
inspire our group to visit with Manoo-
gian Manor residents.

A long-term member of our orga-
nization Is Dan Cristiano, treasurer 
of the Men’s Society, supports every 
event and is our biggest word of mouth 
promoter. Most recently Dan funded a 
coffee hour after church, with the help 
of David Dardarian making chereog 
and George Saboonjian preparing 
eetch, and pickled turnips served with 
many other items. Dan says we are do-
ing this to let our parishioners know we 
appreciate them.

You have read many times of World 
Medical Relief, the good works they do 
for us in Armenia and what we do to 
help them locally. This has been led by 
Greg Baise, he keeps us engaged with 
World Medical Relief. Greg is the driv-
ing force on recruiting volunteers, and 
he keeps us apprised on what is hap-
pening in the organization.

For several years Greg Baise has 
worked with The Capuchins of De-
troit with a yearly coat drive and other 
projects. This year Greg has recruited 
Gary Hachigian to take the lead in 
2022. Through your generosity over 
100 coats were collected for the Capu-
chins and MCMM this year. A $500 
donation from the “Men’s Society” was 
given to honor a requested by the Ca-
puchin Brothers to purchase new jeans 
for the men.

Ministries of Our Men
Gary Hachigian, Father Armash, Brother Bob, Father Aren, and Greg Baise

Men’s Ministry
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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Our first event for 2022 was with the 
creativity of Robert Magee helping 
organize a 10 course “Wild Game Din-
ner.” This man hunted down the Main 
Course and then helped prepare the 
dinner. This event generated so much 
excitement that many of our members 
assisted in obtaining different wild 
game items to create an incredible 
meal. The event sold out quickly. That 
night people stayed after dinner just to 
visit with family and friends past mid-
night. 

Harry Dulger is another “Man 
of the Hour” overseeing “The Motor 
City Mitten Mission-Street Project” 
that prepares meals for the homeless 
and needy. We are on track to prepare 
2,700 meals this year for their organi-
zation.  For Just $300.00 you can fund 
a meal for 100 people in many cases 
their only meal for the day. 

Recently Harry and team put to-
gether a video of how we prepare the 
100 meals.  This video designed for 
other churches and organizations to 
inspire them to prepare meals as well.  

Another part of MCMM is the  “Tran-
sitional Support” program of individu-
als / families that are on the edge of be-
coming homeless and those that are in 
the process of getting off the streets and 
into housing and finding a job.  MCMM 
steps in and gets them nice clothes for a 
good first impression interview.   Mar-
ty Shoushanian donated clothing, from 
a relative’s estate to the Men’s Society 
to find a good use for them. This was 
a pleasant surprise when Greg and 
Edith Baise dropped off the clothes to 
Gayle Marlow (Head of MCMM). 

 This year we are starting our so-
cial events, a get together in person 
event, as brothers in Christ. Mark 
Mamassian is leading the start of this 
series of gatherings and Peter Toukha-
nian will be joining him with this event 
and future activities. These are no work 
events just eat, drink, and reunite after 
a couple of tough years.

In March Dan Cristiano and 
George Saboonjian, Steve Hago-
pian and Harry Dulger assisted in 
“Sunday Soups.” For three Sundays in 
Lent they prepared different vegetar-
ian soups, (Madzoon, Roasted Acorn 
Squash Bisque and Lenten Lentil) for 
sale after church all served w/ a dip-
ping bread. 

Another project of The “Men’s So-
ciety” started in March where we are 
funding a single-parent child in Arme-
nia with the plans of keeping a strong 
correspondence with the family over the 
next ten years. This commitment is hap-
pily taken on by Michael Boucher.

George Saboonjian led a team to 
prepare take-home Mezza platters and 
dinners for NYE and this past February 
Mezza platters for Superbowl.  We just 
want to thank everyone who supported 
this event as well as all the other proj-
ects we are working on. 

Greg Baise with students from local schools on the importance of volunteering

George Saboonjian Gary Hachigian, Dan 
Cristiano, and Father Armash preparing 100 
Meals for MCMM

Men’s Ministry
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Harry Dulger, Greg Mamassian, Patrick Wright 
& Gary Hachigiabn

Greg Baise and MCMM staff delivering clothing
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Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian
Pastor

The above verse may be quite fa-
miliar to many of you who grew up in 
Sunday School or Armenian School.  
It’s a classic opening phrase from a 
poem which we learned as youngsters 
in order to show others who we were.  
It translates to be, “I am Armenian, I 
am Armenian, I am the grandchild of 
Vartan the Brave!”.  

Vartan the Brave of course refers 
to St. Vartan Mamigonian.  We would 
be remiss if we did not also mention 
St. Ghevont (Levontius) or Ghev-
ont Yeretz (Ghevont the Priest) when 
mentioning Vartan.  These two figures 
come to us from the middle of the fifth 
century.  Many of us know Vartan to be 
the General who led the Army of the 
Armenians against the overwhelming 
Persian Army.  We all know how in 
451AD during the Battle of Avarayr, 
Vartan and his companions fought 
and sacrificed their lives in order to 
defend our Christianity as Armenians.  
We also know that Ghevont the Priest 
along with many other clergy celebrat-
ed our sacred Divine Liturgy the night 
before this great battle which took 
place mid-year of 451.  The Armenian 
Army of 66,000 went up against the 
over 200,000 man Persian Army who 
fought with elephants.

Vartan and 1035 of his companions 
fell during that particular battle and 
were eventually canonized in the Ar-
menian Church as saints.  I’m sure that 

much of this is quite familiar to us all.  
The question which we infrequently 

ask is, “what was this all about?”.  What 
was so special about this one particu-
lar battle, which by the way we lost.  As 
the saying goes, we lost the battle but 
won the war.  The war was won some 
thirty-three years later when the Trea-
ty of Nvarsak was signed between the 
Armenians and the Persians.  The Per-
sians begrudgingly signed the treaty 
knowing that the faith and fortitude of 
the Armenian Christians was stronger 
than any sword or the prospect of leav-
ing their faith in Christ and adopting 
Zoroastrianism once again as their na-
tional religion.

Let’s take a step back and look at 
what was truly at stake.  The Armenians 
were Christians for only 150 years.  In 
the great scheme of things, not a very 
long period of time considering Chris-
tianity was still “finding itself” in both 
the Eastern World of Byzantium and 
the Western World of Rome.  Why did 
the Persians think they could easily 
sway the faith of the Armenians?  It’s 
quite simple.  Just prior to our people’s 
conversion to Christianity (301 AD), 
Armenians were mainly Zoroastrians.  
Going back to the worship of fire was 
not very appealing to Armenians who 
found the triune God 150 years earli-
er.  We know all too well that the faith 
of the Armenians was unshakable and 
were willing to take that conviction 
unto death.  

So what?  What does a group of 
fervent Christians have to do with me 

today?  How strong is our faith?  Do 
we realize that unless these fervent 
Christians stood up for what they truly 
believed in, today we would otherwise 
probably be fire worshiping Zoroastri-
ans?  Perhaps in the year 2022, we are 
not willing to die by the sword, or to 
be trampled under the hoof of an ele-
phant, but what ARE we willing to do 
to keep our faith?

Does it suffice to eat pilaf?  Or to 
attend a cultural event?  Does eating 
shish kebab and sou-boreg fulfill our 
obligations to our forefathers?  I know 
these are pretty harsh questions.  I love 
all of these things and more!  However, 
if St. Vartan or St. Ghevont said to you, 
“we gave our lives for our faith so that 
today YOU could remain a Christian”, 
how would you respond?  It indeed is a 
stinging reality check.  

We have been handed a 1700 year 
old legacy and faith tradition which 
was founded on blood being shed.  
First, as the prime example, Christ’s 
precious blood, then for centuries the 
sacred blood of the martyrs who died 
for their faith….not for pilaf.  I know it 
sounds harsh, but I ask us all to con-
sider where we would be without the 
sacrifices our ancestors made for you 
and for me.  Are we willing to make any 
sacrifice for our future generations?   

As the “grandchildren of Vartan”, 
do we take our centuries old faith se-
riously?  Or has it become a pastime or 
hobby that we engage in, every once in 
a while when we feel like it?  As always, 
the decision is between you and God.

“Hye em yes, Hye em yes, Kach  
Vartaneen Torn em yes”
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By Harry A. Kezelian III
Contributor

On April 24, 2021, the day for which all Armenian-Amer-
icans had been waiting finally came. President Joe Biden re-
leased a statement wherein he referred to the terrible events 
of our history as the “Ottoman-era Armenian genocide.” 
The goal of US recognition of the Armenian Genocide was 
achieved. 

But the event was perhaps not accompanied by the lev-
els of euphoria and celebration we had always expected. One 
reason was that the Armenian community’s thoughts were 
occupied, rightfully so, by the aftermath of war in Karabagh. 
Another reason was the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic which 
made public celebrations and even coming together for com-
munity events difficult, and which made daily life seem like 
a burden. Also, the divisiveness and almost surreal quality 
of political and public life in America today put a damper 
on the victory; in an America that is so divided, where there 
seems to be no consensus on anything anymore, what does 
recognition even mean? If the point of recognition was so 
that the country and society we live in would know and re-
spect our past, what meaning does that hold when Ameri-
cans can’t even agree on whether the moon landing was real? 

Finally, for those of us involved in organized Armenian 
community life, the success almost felt anticlimactic. For de-
cades, whole organizations have seemingly devoted all their 
efforts to this single cause. When the success came, it came 
in the form of a mere communique from the President which 
seemingly had no tangible effects other than antagonizing 
Turkey; even the survivors who would have been able to feel 
vindicated by the statement were almost all deceased.

I don’t mean to downplay the importance of this achieve-
ment, and I certainly don’t want to appear ungrateful to 
those who made it happen. But I also share the sentiment of 
the late Congressman Steven Derounian, who represented 
New York in the 1950s and 60s. At a congressional hearing 
during the “Quiz Show” scandal in 1959, he reacted to some-
one who admitted to cheating on a nationally broadcast 
game show by saying: “Mr. Van Doren, I am happy that you 
made the statement, but I cannot agree with most of my col-
leagues who commended you for telling the truth, because 
I don’t think an adult of your intelligence ought to be com-
mended for telling the truth.”

But there is perhaps a bigger reason why this success felt 
anticlimactic. For some time now, cultural and social com-
mentators have liked to point out that many Armenians ap-
pear to be brought together solely by Genocide recognition. 

The Next 
100 Years

PG. 11 – 14
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(As I said, it seems like entire organizations have been ded-
icated to this one goal.) Their argument was that if we ever 
succeeded in this quest, it would ironically lead to the disin-
tegration of the Armenian community in America, because 
we would have lost our raison d’etre. 

If seeking Genocide recognition was really the only rea-
son we had a community, that would be honorable, but not 
much of a culture and heritage to preserve. Yet, the com-
mentators are right in the fact that we may lose momentum 
if we allow ourselves to be complacent with recognition 
alone. We need to regain momentum, and not just because 
the recognition goal has been achieved, but because we are 
all exhausted from Covid, from politics, and from current 
events. There is the Karabagh (Artsakh) issue, of course, but 
if that ceases to be an issue in the near future, we need to 
be prepared. What are our long-term goals and aspirations? 
What do the next 50 years, and the next 100 years of the 
Armenian community in America look like?

To find the answer, we have to look at the previous 100 
years, but we also have to think outside the box.

Some activists, especially within our diasporan political 
parties, would have us believe that the next step after recog-
nition is territorial reparations, in other words, “regaining 
Western Armenia” through the enforcement of the Treaty of 
Sevres and the establishment of a new border between Ar-
menia and Turkey according to the arbitral award made by 
President Woodrow Wilson on November 22, 1920. Maybe 
we could still imagine this in the late 1940s, when thousands 
of refugees born on those lands were still with us and when 
the Soviet Union took an interest in annexation of the terri-
tory. But I don’t think anyone seriously believes this is possi-
ble anymore, not least because the land is now inhabited by 
millions of Kurds and Turks. Besides, we weren’t even able 
to keep Shushi.

That brings me to my next point: the immediate need is 
to secure Armenia and Karabagh (Artsakh). This is going 
to take some high-level thinking and advocacy. Armenians 
should definitely take their cues from the Jewish-American 
community’s support of Israel. If American Jews can raise 
millions for the Israeli technological and scientific sector 
which redounds to the military security of Israel, we can 
pump money into the tech sector in Armenia so that our 
brethren will have the capability to develop the technolo-
gy to compete in the new world of drone warfare. This goes 
hand in hand with the goal of many to turn Armenia into a 
regional tech hub for economic reasons. 

One weak point in our advocacy for the Republics of Ar-
menia and Artsakh is the seemingly weakened role of the 
Armenian Assembly. I think we should be worrying less 
about building Genocide Museums and more about fund-
ing the Armenian Assembly so that it is actually healthy and 
working on a federal and state level. Those who started the 

Assembly in the 1970s, including our own Professor Dennis 
Papazian, left us a great legacy; the setup is there, but we’ve 
allowed ourselves to get lazy. With the Genocide recognition 
goal complete, the primary mission of the Armenian Assem-
bly should be the security of Armenia and Artsakh. This may 
become difficult with recent polarization between Russia 
and the US, but that is why we need a stronger and more 
adept Armenian Assembly. We also need to think about the 
future of these organizations and as all Armenians know, 
that also involves education. Perhaps one thing we need is 
a special academic scholarship for young Armenians who 
want to study political science.

With the fall of the Soviet Union, travel to and from Ar-
menia has become more common than ever before. Our 
youth are travelling there in record numbers and quite of-
ten, which is an excellent development, and the digital age 
has definitely made the world smaller. We need to encour-
age good relations and understanding between the Diaspora 
and the people of the Homeland. In an atmosphere of mutu-
al respect, we need to approach one another and join forces, 
and we also need to keep in mind that in many ways we have 
two primary groups of Armenians who have been separat-
ed from one another for nearly 500 years, when the country 
was divided between the Ottoman and Persian empires. Dif-
ferences in culture have inevitably arisen and debating over 
whose way is “the right way” will get us nowhere. For that 
matter, there are differences in culture between people who 
have lived in different parts of the Diaspora for 100 years. 
Cooperation between homeland and diaspora is essential 
for the security of the homeland as well as cultural revival, 
which I will talk more about below. 

To return to the topic of Western Armenia, although 
territorial reparations are essentially a pipe dream, on the 
other hand, it is our historic homeland, and we should have 
rights there. But we have to push for the restitution of real 
estate in a feasible way. We aren’t going to “get back” land 
for the modern Republic of Armenia that aside from a brief 
moment during the First World War, hasn’t belonged to a 
sovereign Armenian state since 1064 AD. Instead, we should 
push for what is extremely difficult, but at least imaginable; 
restitution to the Armenian community of our historic sites: 
primarily churches, monasteries, schools, and so on, which 
belonged to the Armenian Church and other Armenian in-
stitutions up until 1915.  To be more specific, the real estate 
properties, buildings, and monuments (whether standing or 
in ruins) of all historic Armenian churches throughout the 
current Republic of Turkey should be returned to the own-
ership of the Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul. This is the 
least that Turkey can do to “apologize” and “do justice” for 
the 1.5 million Armenians slaughtered in 1915-1918. A highly 
informative website, based in France, showing nearly 100 of 
the most important Armenian sites in Turkey can be found 
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at (www.collectif2015.org). In addition to widely recognized 
sites such as the ruins of Ani or the Cathedral of Aghtamar, 
many of us don’t realize that even the graves of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator and King Drtad are located in present-day 
Turkey (in the region of Yerzinga/Kemakh, far to the west 
of Yerevan). In addition to the historic churches and other 
sites, there is a growing movement to reclaim real estate that 
was unjustly seized by the Ottoman government during the 
Genocide and to which Armenian families in America and 
elsewhere still hold the property deeds. Three Istanbul Ar-
menian lawyers, a father and two daughters (the Kantik fam-
ily) recently made a presentation on this topic in the Boston 
area, as reported by the Armenian Mirror-Spectator.

In order for the churches and properties to be restituted 
to the Istanbul patriarchate, we need to maintain a strong 
Armenian community in Bolis (Istanbul). The Istanbul Ar-
menians (Bolsetsi Armenians or Bolsahyes) are the guard-
ians of what remains of our heritage within the borders of 
Turkey; they are the ones who sit on the boards of the foun-
dations (vakif) which own the deeds to the churches; they are 
the ones who are running our remaining schools; they are 
the ones who work as lawyers within Turkey and can sue for 
the rights to real estate. The disrespect and contempt shown 
by many Armenians to our Armenian brethren still living in 
Turkey needs to stop now. It’s true that they often choose 
not to rock the boat or speak too openly about the Genocide; 
but the saying about needing to walk in someone else’s shoes 
before judging them has never been more apropos. 

That brings me to my next point. The next natural goal 
after US recognition of the Armenian Genocide, is its rec-
ognition by Turkey. This may seem outlandish, but eventu-
ally it is possible. We as Armenians in the Diaspora need to 
move away from talking about the “Terrible Turk” and paint-
ing them as barbarians, using 19th-century rhetoric that 
gets us nowhere and turns off Western activists our cause. 
Instead, like a parent or teacher who treats a child like an 
adult and expects responsible behavior, we need to vigilantly 
and calmly continue to demand proper repentant behavior 
from Turkey in international forums. Turkey has acted in a 
barbaric manner; if they want to be admitted to the club of 
civilized nations they should learn to act civilized. Civilized 
countries, like Germany, do not deny their past genocides 
and do not desecrate the houses of worship or the sacred 
sites of the populations that were mistreated in the past. The 
same goes, of course, for Azerbaijan and the Armenian her-
itage sites under threat in Artsakh and elsewhere. Instead 
of lamenting about the Kafkaesque nonexistence of human 
justice (a topic which is fine for literature, but gets us no-
where practically) we need to be persistent in explaining our 
cause to international authorities and demanding this jus-
tice, without being naïve about the realities of human soci-
ety. As the Bible says, we need to be “as wise as serpents and 

harmless as doves.” While holding the highest ideals in our 
hearts, we need to be aware that our enemies do not obey 
these ideals and that the world does not often work in a just 
way. We need to be persistent without floating out into fool-
ishness or sinking down to the level of our enemies; without 
developing a victim mentality and without nursing vindic-
tiveness or the summoning of “dark gods” (i.e., resorting to 
immoral means) because we think God the Father has not 
heard us. To the extent we have slipped into these errors, we 
must recover.

Aside from the restitution of property, we also have to 
think about what else we lost during the Armenian Genocide. 
We need to step back, take a deep breath, and think about 
our history. For example, does anyone consider that aside 
from the Genocide, one of the most drastic changes that took 
place in the First World War era was the Sovietization of Ar-
menia and the consequent establishment of State Atheism? 
What the Turks, Persians, Arabs, and all other invaders and 
rulers of Armenia could not do, the Bolsheviks succeeded 
in doing – tearing  Christianity and the Armenian Church 
away from the heart of the Armenian People and propping 
up Atheism as the official ideology of the most powerful and 
influential Armenian entity in the world, the Soviet Repub-
lic of Armenia. (Yes, despite what we might want to think, 
the government of Soviet Armenia was more powerful than 
the ARF, AGBU, or any other group, aside from perhaps the 
Church itself.) And with that they succeeded to an extent in 
diminishing the impact of our Christian faith and our an-
cient church among the most pivotal Armenian population 
in the world, the inhabitants of Soviet Armenia.

Of course, the church has returned. But 70 years of Soviet 
rule were also the 70 years in which Armenia became a mod-
ern country. The institutions, literature, even music and art 
of our modern homeland were informed by an ideology in-
imical to the faith which for centuries was the primary factor 
in creating and sustaining our ancestral culture. The greatest 
Armenian composer was Gomidas, a celibate priest who was 
active before the Genocide. The second greatest Armenian 
composer (or so we are taught), was Aram Khachaturian, a 
staunch atheist and loyalist of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union.

During the Soviet Era, we who adhered to the “Ramgavar” 
political leanings associated with the Echmiadzin Church 
and the AGBU promoted the idea that if Yerevan was saf-
er and more prosperous under Soviet rule than otherwise, 
the Soviets should stay; and if Soviet Armenia was the only 
homeland we had left, it was our patriotic duty to support 
it and foster cultural ties with Soviet Armenia. Arts, music, 
and culture were seen as a harmless, beautiful arena within 
which it was easy to tie the Diaspora to Soviet Armenia. But 
art is not necessarily neutral; while our medieval compos-
ers wrote sharagans in honor of God, and Gomidas arranged 

https://www.collectif2015.org/fr/
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folk songs to highlight the musical contributions of the vil-
lagers, Khachaturian’s “Gayane” ballet (which includes the 
famous composition “Sabre Dance”) romanticizes life on a 
kolkhoz, or Stalinist-Era collective farm. My purpose is not 
really to insult or diminish Khachaturian, nor do I think we 
should stop listening to him, rather I am trying to make a 
point, that the canonical figures of modern Armenian cul-
ture are often Communist atheists, a viewpoint that imbued 
their work and which is totally inimical to the ethos of the 
fathers and mothers of Armenian culture whose creations 
have sustained us for centuries. That’s because these were 
the only people that the Soviet Union allowed to continue 
to operate. Now that the Soviet era is over, we as Armenians 
should possibly re-evaluate some of these figures, and even 
more importantly, we should seek out the forgotten figures 
of Armenian culture that neither the Soviet system nor the 
Diasporan political parties, for differing reasons, allowed to 
become “canonical.” 

Within the church itself, there is much that has been lost. 
I recently had an online conversation with members of some 
Eastern Orthodox churches about Armenian monasticism. I 
had to admit to them that monasticism does not really exist 
in the true sense anymore in the Armenian Church. And the 
reason for this is the same; the destruction of the Armenian 
communities of Anatolia / Western Armenia and the Soviet-
ization and officially atheist policy which held sway in Soviet 
(Eastern) Armenia. I don’t know how true, spiritual monas-
ticism can be revived, but as we see in the Greek Orthodox 
and other traditions, it is a key element in the health of the 
Church. 

Traditions in such realms as music, dance, art, both in 
religious and secular modes, are in danger of being lost as 
the official interpretation of Armenian culture promulgated 
in the Soviet Era have become considered the “norm”. Even 
history is often simplified and misunderstood by later gener-
ations; on one hand poorly-edited summaries of Armenian 
historical facts seem available everywhere (for example, 
online) while on the other hand many respected scholars 
(whose books we are asked to purchase) have a tendency to 
focus too much on deconstructing traditional viewpoints or 
utilizing postmodern critical theory, trends that comes from 
Western academia. (One is reminded of the moral to Yer-
vant Odian’s famed satire “Comrade Panchouni”, i.e., that 
it was irresponsible for the 19th century political parties to 
preach socialism in rural Armenia where the ideology was 
irrelevant.) For the average Armenian to find solid, reliable 
information and “just the facts” about his or her own history 
and culture sometimes takes much more effort than ought 
to be necessary. Fortunately, one can notice promising de-
velopments, such as the Houshamadyan Project (an ency-
clopedia of life in historic Western Armenia, presented as 
a website) and various efforts by young Armenians aiming 

to disseminate simple but reliable and copious research on 
Armenian culture; two such examples are Armenia Sarkis-
sian’s “Music of the Armenian Liturgy” videos on YouTube 
and Cassandra Tavukciyan’s “Armenian Women Artists” 
page on Instagram; both young women hail from Canada, 
interestingly enough.

These efforts and many others by members of our young-
er generation give me a lot of hope. To understand who we 
are as a people, our history, culture, and heritage, we need to 
look back into our history, and find out what we lost in 1915. 
If we just keep repeating the same lists of achievements, fa-
mous people and cultural milestones, we will stay stagnant; 
these are just lists that were given to us by someone trying to 
summarize things, lists with no context and which we don’t 
realize the meaning or importance of, lists that were made 
at a time when Armenianism needed to be preserved in the 
most efficient and user-friendly manner possible.

In many cases, what we have been doing for the past 100 
years is simply holding steady, treading water. We don’t 
move forward, and we don’t regain what we lost before we 
started to “tread water.” To the extent that we did move for-
ward, we have succeeded. We have beautiful churches and 
community centers and institutions and schools here in De-
troit and throughout the US and the world. Armenia is, to a 
large extent, a modernized country. Although we are in the 
middle of a renovation project here at St. John’s, we don’t 
need to again go through the massive construction project 
that we had in the 1960s. The building is there – now we 
need to use it. Having created the infrastructure, we now 
need to work on ourselves as a community. Rather than 
merely utilizing the most “efficient” means to keep Armeni-
anism alive with the minimum amount of effort, we should 
keep creating, keep working, keep praying, keep singing, 
keep learning, keep helping each other, and add more and 
more vibrancy to our community. Rather than simply sur-
viving, let’s thrive!
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Ask the Expert: Vestments

By Navasart Mardoyan
Editor

What does the priest wear while celebrating the Divine 
Liturgy or performing Baptism, for example?

We will list his vestments in the order in which he puts 
them on in a small chapel or room on the left (south) side of 
the church called HANTERTZADOON (Հանդերձատուն) or 
AVANTADOON (Աւանդատուն).

The Priest, with the deacon, goes into the vestry where 
the vestments are kept. Then the several ministers being ap-
pareled, each one according to his order, they shall say in 
antiphon. Psalm 132:

Priest – “Let Thy priest be clothed with righteousness, 
and let Thy saints sing with joyfulness.”

Deacon – “Lord, remember David, and turn not away 
Thy face from thine anointed.”

Priest – “I will also clothe her priest with salvation, and 
her saints shall shout for joy, etc.…”

Deacon – “Let us pray to the Lord in peace”

And the Priest says twelve (12) Der Voghormias (“Lord, 
have mercy”) and a private prayer before vesting,

Priest – “O Jesus Christ, our Lord, who art clothed with 
Light as with a garment, who didst appear upon earth in un-
speakable humility…make me, Thine unprofitable servant, 
worthy at this hour, when I make bold to approach the same 
spiritual service of Thy glory, so that I may divest myself of 
all ungodliness, which is a garment of defilement, and that I 
may be adorned with Thy light…”

The Deacons shall draw near and shall robe him with the 
vestments, saying for each vestment, “Blessings and glory to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and ever, Amen.”

1. Saghavard (Tak or crown): After the blessing, he 
shall first put the Tak or Crown upon his head, and say: 
“Lord, put upon my head the helmet of salvation that with 
strength I may fight the enemy, by the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, unto whom belong glory, dominion, and 
honor, now and forever, Amen…    
 
Explanation: The Crown (Tak) or the saghavard, is a tall 
bulbous head dress of any hard material, covered with fine 
rich silk or velvet cloth. There is a small metal cross on 
top of the crown. Round or oval metal or embroidered re-
ligious designs, as well as precious stones. Often used to 
adorn it. The saghavard, or tak, is a symbol of salvation. 
It is the first vestment that the priest puts on when being 
vested for the Divine Liturgy. He then takes it off until he 
puts on the other vestments.

2.  Shabik (tunik or alb): Then the priest puts on the 
shabik (tunic or alb) saying, “Clothe me with joyfulness, 
and surround me with the vesture of salvation...”  
 
Explanation: The shabik is always made of plain white lin-
en. In shape, it is the same as the shabik worn by acolytes, 
without the shoulder piece, cuff and hem bands that the 
latter has. It is a long gown extending down to the ankle 
with wide sleeves and without waistline. The shabik is a 
sign of the purity and gladness of heart with which the cel-
ebrant and the congregation should celebrate the Bada-
rak (Divine Liturgy).

3.  Porourar (stole): Then the priest puts on the porourar 
(the stole) and says, “Clothe my neck, O Lord, with righ-
teousness, and cleanse my heart from all defilement of sin, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, etc.”   
 
Explanation: The porourar (stole) is a piece of material 
about nine inches wide and four feet six inches long, of the 
same material as the cape (the shoorchar). At one end it 
has a round opening for the neck and, (when worn) hangs 
down in front over the shabik. The porourar is a sign of 
the Christian duty of righteousness.

Ask the Expert
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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4.  Kodee (belt) and the priest says, “Let the belt of faith 
encircle me around my heart and my mind, cleanse 
them from the thoughts of impurity, and cause the 
power of Thy grace to abide in them at all time…”  
 
Explanation: The Kodee, or the belt is a ribbon about 
two or three inches wide, and long enough to go around 
the waist. Usually, it is of the same material as the cape 
(shoorchar). It has a buckle in front and is worn by the 
celebrant over the shabik and porourar, around the waist. 
The Kodee is a sign of faith and spiritual strength, and it 
represents the priestly authority of binding and loosening.

5.  Bazpan (Maniple or Cuff). Priest – “Give strength, O 
Lord, to my right hand, and wash away all my uncleanli-
ness; that I be enabled to wait on Thee in purity of mind and 
body…” he repeats this also for the left hand).    
 
Explanation: The Bazpan, or the Maniple is a removable 
cuff five or six inches wide, and long enough to go over the 
sleeves of the alb (shabik), round the forepart of the fore-
arm. It is made of the same material as the shoorchar. The 
Bazpans are signs of cleanliness and of power, necessary 
to serve the Lord as He should be served. Each bazpan has 
a cross upon it.

6.  Vakas (Amice or Ephod) Priest – “Clothe my neck O 
Lord with righteousness, and cleanse my heart from all 
filthiness of sin…”      
 

Explanation: The Vakas is a hard, flexible vestment four 
inches wide and eighteen inches long, covered with the 
same material as that of the crown. A large linen on two 
strings sewn at the lower edge of the vakas help place it on 
the shoulders of the celebrant, behind the neck. The po-
rourar and the shoorchar cover the strings and the linen. 
The Vakas is the sign of obedience to Christ. Also, it may 
refer to the words of the Lord, “Take my yoke upon you…
for my yoke is easy…” (See Matt. 11:29-30)

7.  Shoorchar. Priest – “Lord, of Thy mercy, clothe me with 
a bright garment, and protect me against the viles of the 
wicked, that I be counted worthy to glorify name.”  
 
Explanation: The Shoorchar is a piece semi-circular 
in shape and made of fine rich material of any color or 
combination of colors, provided one color is dominat-
ing. It is worn by the priest or bishop during the Divine 
Liturgy, or during other services for reading the Gos-
pel or for special solemnities. Symbolically it represents 
the glory of the new spiritual life and of the faith, as a 
shield and defense against the attack of the Evil One. 
 
After having put on all his vestments, the priest says, “My 
soul shall rejoice in the Lord, because He hath clothed me 
with a garment of salvation, and with a vesture of glad-
ness. He has put upon me a crown as upon a bridegroom 
and has adorned me like a bride with her jewels. By the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He then takes the towel 
and says, “Cleanse my hands, O Lord, from all filthiness 
of sin…” While the priest is putting his vestments on, the 
choir sings “Khorhoort Khoreen” (O Mystery deep….).

Ask the Expert
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Perhaps you have heard the expression “What’s in a 
name?”  For the Armenian Christian, the answer is, “a great 
deal”.  In our Armenian tradition, as well as within the peo-
ple of the various Orthodox Churches, a very important tra-
dition practiced is the ancient Christian custom of taking the 
name of a Saint at Baptism.  This custom is the bond that 
is established at Baptism between a Christian and the Saint 
whose name one bears.  When we are addressed with this 
name, it shows honor to the Saint and in a way, invokes his 
or her blessing.  We also directly show pious honor to Christ 
Himself when we accept and use a Saint’s name, since saints 
are precisely those who have been joined to Christ.  Such an 
act of humility and spiritual submission was so important to 
the early Church.  Unfortunately, today our regret is that so 
many of our people ignore this meaningful custom.  But how 
and why did this practice begin?

One of the baptismal customs of the early Church note 
that when the catechumens (those preparing for baptism) 
had been taught everything that they were to learn, their 
teachers would lead them back to the bishop, and the bishop 
would recommend that they change their pagan names and 
adopt Christian ones, names to remind them of holy persons 
and virtues.  Thus, the early Church attached great impor-
tance to a person’s name.

Prior to the Armenian Genocide, there was a special tra-
dition of Armenians in their ancestral homeland to celebrate 
one’s name day rather than their birthday. This tradition is 
still practiced in some countries where there is a large, con-
centrated population of Armenians such as Lebanon.

The difference between the celebration of one’s day of 
birth and of one’s name day is that on the former, the per-
son whose birthday it is becomes the center of attention, 
whereas on the latter, the saint is the focal point.  Placing 
the saint as the center of attention on one’s name day ties the 
whole celebration in with the entire Church.  The individual 
is not alone in their celebration but does so together with the 
whole Church.

Celebration of the name day is also considered to be spir-
itually important, for the celebrating individual develops 
special spiritual ties with his/her Patron Saint and with God 
for one’s name day is not only a day for celebration but also 
is a day of spiritual growth. The individual should attend 
the Badarak and receive Holy Communion on the Sunday or 
feast that is nearest the saint’s feast day.

The custom of Armenians is to present a lighted candle 
to the individual in celebration with the words, according to 
Rev. Fr. Tateos Abdalian, anoonovut dzeranas – may you 
grow old with your name although I and many of my con-
temporaries were taught anoonovut abrees – may you live 
well with your name.

My Godfather (Gnkahayr - կնքահայր) was Deacon Har-
ry “Haroutiun” Ekizian; his name translated into English 
means “Resurrection” and of course his name day was on 
Easter Sunday.  One of the earliest recollections of child-
hood I have is standing on the front porch of the Ekizian 
home on Ohio Street in Detroit after church on Easter.  My 
mother would place a white candle with a beautiful lavender 
bow around it in my hand.  After my father lit the candle, I 
was given specific instructions to proceed ahead of the fam-
ily and present it to Dn. Ekizian with the appropriate words.  
Each year, to me, it seemed like there were hundreds of 
Armenians in the Ekizian house on that special day.  I also 
remember that every inch of the dining room table was cov-
ered with the most difficult to prepare delicious Armenian 
delicacies.  I also recall many women standing in Gnkamayr 
(Godmother - կնքամայր) Ruth Ekizian’s kitchen admiring 
her new dishwasher.   Not very many Armenians or Ameri-
cans for that matter had a dishwasher in 1950! 

As Armenian Christians the celebration of one’s name 
day is without question a tradition worth reinstituting in 
our parish.   

What’s in a Name?
Dr. Gary Zamanigian

Contributor
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15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 

17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

Do you love me?
By Navasart Merodyan | Editor

Reflection

This passage from the Gospel of John (21.15-17) presents 
the story of the meeting between Jesus and Peter, on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee. This story happened after the 
Resurrection of Jesus, when he was on earth for an addi-
tional 40 days until his Ascension into Heaven. This con-
versation between Jesus and Peter is very revealing because 
by asking Peter three times if he loved him, Jesus wanted to 
remind Peter his three denials of knowing him (John 18.25-
27). By reminding him of his denials, Jesus is not judging 
Peter, but he is restoring him in his apostolic honor and dig-
nity, because Jesus saw how remorseful and repentant, he 
was.

Patriarch Yeghishe Tourian, patriarch of Jerusalem (1912 
– 1930) wrote a poem about this, titled “Do you love me?” 
in which he describes the conversation between Jesus and 
Peter. After every question, “do you love me?” Peter answers 

“You know, Lord, that I love you.” To this Jesus replies, “go 
and tend my sheep.” The last part of the poem is so telling 
about those individuals who decide to become clergymen 
and pastors. 

Go and tend my sheep, and you yourself
As a shepherd, take with you your staff and flute
Until the day when your staff falls to the ground
And others tie the loose belt around your belt
Until the day, when your worn-out flute
Does not utter any song or sad cry…
Go and tend my sheep tirelessly
And this is your reward, because you loved me so much!

A beautiful poem that, in essence, explains what it means 
to be a pastor and a clergyman. 

– John 21:15–17
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Eternal, Invincible, Almighty God.
I would see Thee and know Thee and please Thee with my life.

A life freely given as a gift from above,
A gift offered to serve Thee in gratitude and love.

Assist me, I pray, in my pilgrimage of faith,
To baptize my life with the purity of honest resolve,

To mature in my perception of Thy holy guiding will,
To clearly hear Thy assuring voice of “Peace be still.”

Eternal, Invincible, Almighty God,
I bow before Thee with genuine resolve,

To pattern my life after the life of your son,
To whose life-giving incarnation Thy loving will was done.

Amen

Eternal, Invincible, Almighty God.
I would see Thee and know Thee and please Thee with my life.

A life freely given as a gift from above,
A gift offered to serve Thee in gratitude and love.

Assist me, I pray, in my pilgrimage of faith,
To baptize my life with the purity of honest resolve,

To mature in my perception of Thy holy guiding will,
To clearly hear Thy assuring voice of “Peace be still.”

Eternal, Invincible, Almighty God,
I bow before Thee with genuine resolve,

To pattern my life after the life of your son,
To whose life-giving incarnation Thy loving will was done.

Amen

My Pilgrimage of Faith
A prayer-poem by an anonymous parishioner
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Այսօր յարեաւ ի մեռելոց
Փեսայն անմահ եւ երկնաւոր
Քեզ աւետիք խնդութեան
Հարսն ի յերկրէ եկեղեցի
Օրհնեա ի ձայն ցընծութեան
զԱստուած քո Սիովն։

Այսօր անճառ լոյսն ի լուսոյ
Լուսաւորեաց զմանկունս քո
Լուսաւորեա Երուսաղէմ
Քանզի յարեաւ լոյս քո Քրիստոս
Օրհնեա ի ձայն ցընծութեան
զԱստուած քո Սիովն։

Այսօր խաւարն անգիտութեան
Հալածեցաւ երրեակ լուսովն
Եւ քեզ ծագեաց լոյս գիտութեան
Յարուցեալն ի մեռելոց Քրիստոս
Օրհնեա ի ձայն ցընծութեան
զԱստուած քո Սիովն։

Today rose from the dead
The eternal and heavenly Groom
Good news to you Church
Heavenly bride from earth
Bless your God, O Zion
With sounds of happiness.

Today the uncreated light from light
Illuminated your children
Be illuminated Jerusalem
For your light, Christ, has risen
Bless your God, O Zion
With sounds of happiness.

Today, the darkness of ignorance
Was driven out by the triple light
And the light of knowledge
The risen Christ was shown
Bless your God, O Zion
With sounds of happiness.

Շարական Յարութեան 
Hymn of Easter
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The Saints of the Armenian Church
By Navasart Mardoyan
Editor

St. King Drtad, St. Queen Ashkhen and St. Princess 
Khosrovitookht (c. AD 330)

King Drtad was sent to Caesarea and then Rome after 
the assassination of his father and other members of the 
royal family as described in the entry under St. Gregory 
the Illuminator. After condemning St. Gregory to the pit 
and because of his responsibility for the martyrdom of the 
Hripsimeyan nuns, the King lost his sanity. His wife, Queen 
Ashkhen-daughter of the King of the Alans, and his sister, 
Princess Khossrovitookht, had most probably already ac-
cepted Christianity through the efforts of the Hripsimeyan 
nuns and other in the Christian underground in Armenia. 
It was the Princess who suggested that Gregory be brought 
out of the pit to cure the king. Upon King Drtad’s recovery, 
he, his wife, and his sister all helped to lay the foundations 
of the Kripsimeyan martyrdom. When St. Gregory returned 
from Caesarea where he was ordained a bishop, the king, 
his family, and his entire court and army met St. Gregory en 
route and were baptized in the Euphrates River.

During the construction of Holy Etchmiadzin, the king 
aided physically, spiritually, and financially. He encouraged 
St. Gregory in spreading the Gospel throughout Armenia. 
Queen Ashkhen and the Princess went together to the for-
tress of Karni to live the remainder of their lives in dedica-
tion to the Lord. The King did, likewise, retiring to St. Greg-
ory’s place of retreat, Mt. Sebouh, where he was martyred by 
hostile princess who wished to reestablish paganism.

St. Hoosig, Catholicos (AD 347)

Hoosig was St. Vertanes’ younger son who was married 
(to King Diran’s daughter) and ordained Catholicos at a very 
early age. He had two sons, Bab and Atanakineh. St. Hoosig 
was valiant in his attacks against royal intervention in eccle-
siastical affairs as well as demanding of the royalty in their 
Christian duties and activities. According to Khorenatzi, a 
serious dispute arose between King Diran and Hoosig when 
the former wished to install a picture of Julian the Apostate 
in the church. Hoosig vehemently objected. He was mar-
tyred in 347, most probably by one of the princes whose ac-
tivities he had publicly condemned.

St. Hovhan Otznetzi, Catholicos (John of Otzoon) (c. AD 728)

Catholicos between 717 and 728 A.D., Otznetzi is re-
membered as one of the most outstanding of the Armenian 
Church Fathers. Born in the province of Dashratz in the vil-
lage of Otzoon, he studied with Teotoros Krtenavoree, who 
was the most celebrated theologian of the time. He received 
the title of philosopher and was educated in the Hellenic 
school of thought. He, however, did not bend to Hellenistic 
politics and during Arab rule in Armenian, endeared himself 
to the Arab overlords and ushered in a period of tolerance 
and cooperation. By means of his farsightedness, statesman-
ship, and piety, he secured some basic and important rights 
for Armenian Christians such as general religious freedom, 
the right to worship freely, and exemption from taxes for 
the church and clergy. He was also able to put a stop to the 
forced conversion of Christians to Islam. During his second 
year as Catholicos, he called a Council of Bishops in -the city 
of Tvin where he established thirty-seven canons and orga-
nized a collection of the canons of the Armenian Church. 
These canons were the first such book and it was in time 
added to and finalized.

St. John of Otzoon is also remembered for his literary and 
official battles against the numerous sects which plagued the 
church at this time. As a writer, he is remembered for his con-
tributions in the Book of Sharagans as well as his many epis-
tles and essays. Respected for his personality, for being righ-
teous, pious, brave, and humble, in addition to being a great 
statesman and writer, St. Hovhan Otznetzi was greatly loved 
by the Armenian people. During his latter years, he retired to 
a mountain monastery, living under severe conditions, as a 
monk. His name is remembered by Armenian Church writers 
and historians, and he is revered as a saint by all.

St. Hovanees Vorodnetzi (John of Vorodn) (AD 1315-1388)

St. Hovhannes was born in the village of Vaghantan with-
in the county of Vorodn during that period of Armenian his-
tory when the Unites were trying strenuously to Latinize the 
Armenian Church and thereby undermine her national and 
theological identity. St. John of Vorodn gathered many clergy 
and encouraged theological study as well as a proper educa-
tion of the masses in order to safeguard the Armenian Church. 

Armenian Saints
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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He was a member of the monastery of Kailitzor where he 
served as an instructor and was very beloved of his students. 
Later, he moved to the monastery of Datev where he con-
tinued his teaching and educational pursuits. During this 
period, he was offered the Archepiscopal See of the Siunik 
Province but refused in order to continue his work. Extant 
among his many works are commentaries on the Gospel of 
John and the Pauline letters; he was also one of the leaders 
of the Armenian Church in defending her autonomy and the 
purity of her theology. Most of his life was dedicated to the 
battle against the Unites and the preservation of the Ortho-
dox faith. He was loved and respected by is many students 
and followers.

St. Hripsimeh, Kayaneh, and Their Companions (c. AD 300)

Thirty-three nuns under the leadership of Kayaneh es-
caped to Armenia hoping to find refuge from the Roman Em-
peror who desired to wed one of them, Hripsimeh, because 
of her unusual beauty. The Armenian King Drtad, being in 
contact with Rome, heard of their entry into Armenia and 
likewise desired Hripsimeh. After many efforts to convince 
her, the king saw that it was useless and that she would not 
consent to his desires, nor would she leave her companions, 
nor the worship of Christ. The king became enraged and had 
Hripsimeh’s tongue cut out first, then her body burned with 
great torches. Her womb was torn from her body. After all 
this, she was dismembered. The following day, Gayaneh and 
her companions were tied to stakes where they were skinned 
alive. After that, their intestines were torn from their bodies 
and finally they were decapitated. 

Upon his delivery from the pit, St. Gregory built chapels 
over the relics of the holy nuns. Later, during time of St. Sa-
hag Bartev (4th c), these chapels were rebuilt and, during 
the Catholicate of Gomidas (7th c), two beautiful cathedrals 
were erected – the Cathedral of St. Hripsimeh being a mon-
ument of Armenian architecture. The Catholicos also wrote 
a beautiful sharagan in their memory, “Antzink Nviryalk.”

St. Koharinyank (AD 1156)

Prince David of Sebastia and his eldest son were taken 
captive by the non-Christian overlords of Armenia. During 
their captivity, both father and son were forced to convert 
to Islam, but Prince David’s wife and four younger sons, 
Koharinos, Radigos, Dzamitos, and Doukigos, who had re-
mained behind, practiced their faith openly. When the four 
young men came of age, they entered military service and 
soon it was discovered that they were Christians. They were 
called before their commander and because their father was 
a follower if Islam, they too were expected to be so. Through 
the mediation of their older brother, they were spared and 
returned to their position. Afraid that they had given the 
impression of changing their faith because of their freedom 
and safe return, they made no effort to hide their Christiani-
ty. Radigos entered the Soorp Nishan monastery. The others 
worshipped openly in the presence of their children, hoping 
it would inspire their conversion Once again they were ar-
rested. This time, however, they were severely tortured and 
finally beheaded in 1156 AD Koharinos’ son, Teotoros, the 
monk, was very upset about his father’s and uncles` mar-
tyrdom and made public denunciations of the authorities, 
He was arrested, tortured, and finally beheaded, joining his 
father and uncles in martyrdom.

Armenian Saints
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

This article is part of a series that will cover all the saints celebrated by the Armenian Church throughout the 
liturgical year, providing a brief biographical note on each Saint. To be continued in upcoming issues of 2022.
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Rosanna Ameriguian
Graduated from the University of 
Michigan with a BA in political science

Currently in her first year of law school 
at the University of Detroit where she 
received the Deans Fellowship

Armen Arslanian
Graduated from Wayne State with a 
degree in business

Currently working at Chrysler in supply 
delivery risk management

Erin Bahm
Graduated from Michigan State with an 
applied engineering sciences degree

Currently working in supply chain for 
Target in Minneapolis

Jacob Bahm
Graduated from Michigan State with a 
degree in supply chain management

Currently working in supply chain for 
Target

Nareg Bezjian
Graduated form Grand Valley with a 
degree in criminal justice

Currently working in the martial arts 
field

Nicholas Boyadjian
Graduating at the end of the summer 
from Wayne State with a finance degree

Currently taking a full semester at 
Wayne and working as an auditor/
consultant for Sculpture Hospitality

Carl Banerian III
Graduated from Michigan State with a 
mechanical engineering degree

Currently works at Toyota as a 
mechanical engineer

Grigore Boyakjon
Graduated with a pilot license from 
Crosswinds Aviation Academy

Currently with University of Michigan 
flyers working toward a commercial 
rating also a supervisor with Great 
Lakes Protection and a machine 
operator at Michigan Seamless Tube

Ani Freeborn
Enlisted in the military

Plans to learn about aerodynamic 
decelerators that can be used to save 
pilots’ lives, deliver packages to victims 
of natural disasters and also help in 
Mars exploration missions

Emma Freeborn
Graduated from Emory University with a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing (BSN)

Worked in the emergency department 
and is currently working as a clinical 
epidemiologist for the CDC

Michelle Halagian
Graduated from Western Michigan with 
a degree in advertising and promotions 
with a minor in music and business

Currently working for The Walt Disney 
Company in Orlando Florida

Amber Kalajian
Enrolled in a 5 year union 
apprenticeship program in Atlanta, GA 
for pipefitting/welding

Currently works full time in the trade 
while attending night school

Spencer Keoleian
Graduated from the University of 
Michigan Rackham Graduate School 
with a master’s in engineering

Currently works in New York as a global 
markets analyst at Goldman Sachs

What are our graduates up to?
2016 - 2017

Graduates
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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Ani Lucassian
Attending Oakland Community College 
studying theater and dramatic arts 
planning  to transfer to Oakland 
University

Hoping to become a casting director

Rayeanne Magee
Graduating from Oakland University this 
year with a bachelor’s degree in social 
work and a minor in women and gender 
studies

Currently applying to graduate school, 
working full time in a restaurant and still 
serving in the Air Force

Sophia Matossian
Graduated from Oberlin College with a 
BA in biology

Currently attending the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland pursuing 
a Master’s by Research (Mres) in 
reproductive science

Lauren Messner
Graduated from the University of 
Southern California with a bachelor’s 
degree in economics and minor in 
finance

Currently is a fintech investor at Better 
Tomorrow Ventures in Los Angeles 
California

Ani Misirliyan
Graduated from Michigan State in 2020 
with a degree in elementary education

Currently a kindergarten teacher in 
Illinois

Talia Oknayan
Graduated from Albion College with a 
degree in communications & education

Currently working toward a master’s 
of management at the University of 
Michigan Ross Business School

Alexis Poeszat
Graduated from Michigan State with a  
bachelor’s degree in political science 
and pre-law

Currently attending Detroit Mercy 
College of law in pursuit of a J.D.

Danielle Sarafian
Graduated from Kalamazoo College 
double major in computer science  
Spanish language & literature & a minor 
in computational math

Currently a software developer at 
General Motors

Graduates
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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1. What was the name of the man Jesus’ mother was engaged to at the time she became pregnant? 
2. Which book of the Bible records many of the hymns David wrote? 
3. From what disaster did the Ark save Noah? 
4. What happened to Jesus forty days after his resurrection? 
5. What animals did Jesus cause to run into the sea and drown? 
6. On what were the Ten Commandments written?
7. What did Jesus sleep in after he was born? 
8. What was man created from? 
9. What did Jesus do to each of the disciples during the Last Supper? 
10. To which city did God ask Jonah to take his message? 
11. Who was David’s father? 
12. Which of the gospels appears last in the Bible? 
13. What is the only sin that cannot be forgiven? 
14. How did David defeat Goliath?
15. What did Joseph’s brothers do to get rid of him?
16. Who wrote the letter to Philemon? 
17. In what was Jesus wrapped before he was buried?
18. What was the name of Moses’ brother?
19. What sin is Cain remembered for? 
20. “The Lord is my Shepherd,” is the opening line to which Psalm? 
21. What is the last book of the New Testament? 
22. Who wrote the majority of the New Testament letters? 
23. What was David’s occupation before he became king? 
24. Who hid two spies but claimed not to know of their whereabouts when asked? 
25. Whose prayer resulted in his being thrown into a den of lions

1. Joseph (Matt 1:19); 2. Psalms (Ps 1:1-150:6); 3. Flood (Gen 7:7); 4. He ascended into heaven 
(Acts 1:3-11); 5. Pigs (Matt 8:32); 6. Two tables of stone (Deut 5:22); 7. Manger (Luke 2:7); 8. 
Dust of the ground (Gen 2:7); 9. Washed their feet (John 13:1-5); 10. Nineveh (Jon 1:2); 11. 
Jesse (Ruth 4:22); 12. John (Matt 1:1 - John 21:25); 13. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Mark 
3:29); 14. He hit him with a stone from his sling (1 Sam 17:49-50); 15. Threw him in a pit and 
then sold him to strangers (Gen 37:24-27); 16. Paul (Phm 1:1); 17. Linen clothes (John 19:40); 
18. Aaron (Exo 7:1); 19. Murder (Gen 4:8); 20. Psalm 21. (Ps 23:1); 21. Revelation (Rev 1:1-
22:21); 22. Paul ; 23. Shepherd (1 Sam 17:15); 24. Rahab (Josh 2:1-5); 25. Daniel (Dan 6:7)

Test Your Biblical Knowledge
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